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Food Pantry by Steve & Karen Broderick 
As many of us begin our holiday preparations, it’s important to  
remember there are some in town who are not as fortunate as  
others.  The need for food and the need to donate are year-round. 
    We are so thankful for every donation, from the one small bag that 
appears in the TOB to the food drives by local organizations, clubs, 
churches, and businesses. As of this writing, we are anticipating the 7th 
annual school food drive coordinated by EES’s Mrs. Lessard and her 8th 
grade class.  And speaking of EES, a big thank you to the teachers for 
their very generous donation from funds collected for ‘dress down 
Fridays’. Our heartfelt thanks also go out to Eastford residents’ cash and 
non-perishable donations on election day, and to Wesley Warren and 
Sherry Barnett for their donations. 
As a reminder, our “Most Wanted” food list includes: low sugar 
cereals, oatmeal, rice, tuna, soup, canned fruits and vegetables,  
juices,  jelly, pasta sauce, macaroni and cheese, bisquick or baking mix, 
crackers, granola bars, snacks, flour, sugar, coffee, tea. Monetary dona-
tions and grocery store gift cards are always welcome and enable us to 
purchase holiday meals for families as well as items missing from our 
shelves. Checks can be made out to the Town of Eastford with Food 
Pantry on the memo line and mailed to the Selectmen’s Office, PO Box 
98, Eastford 06242. Eastford residents in need who would like to avail 
themselves of the food pantry can place a confidential call anytime to 
Steve or Karen at 860-974-1618.  

THANK YOU DONORS! 
The Communicator needs your donations.  
Many communities no longer receive town 

news as printing & postage costs rise. Please 
help us continue to provide news to more than 

900 Eastford households. 
AND... 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL  
ADVERTISERS. 

They provide a wide array of gifts, gift 
certificates & services from dine-in / take-out 
or catering to seasonal produce, baked pies & 
goodies, to health / pet / landscape / auto care 

& they help sustain The Communicator.  
 

THANK YOU RECENT DONORS: 
Art Brodeur 

Robert & Diana Krom 
Lindon Tree Service 

Marian & James Slye 
Thank you! 

You are helping  
The Eastford Communicator to survive! 

Please send your donations to: 
Eastford Communicator, P.O. Box 253 

Eastford, CT 06242 

Selectman's Snippets: 
 
Budget – The Auditor will present their findings to the Board of Selectmen. 
 
Community – Great things happen in our community!  We welcome you to visit our website for all 
updated events www.eastford.org/eastford Thankful – Steve and Karen Broderick, the families of 
Eastford Elementary School and many donors have collectively pooled to serve the growing  
number of families in need. Both Steve and Karen have had the interest of our local families and 
meeting their needs through the Food Pantry for many years. We are indeed blessed to have these 
two dedicated volunteers. It is through them, the Eastford Elementary School families, and so many 
donors, especially during the Holiday Season, that we all receive the value of giving from those 
who serve in our community.   

The Town Government would like to wish everyone a Healthy, Happy, Holiday Season.  Thank you all! 
 
Elections – I thank the voters for re-electing me to serve as Eastford’s First Selectman. I am inspired by the outpouring of  
support. I promise to do my best and keep the fundamental nature of our Town the nucleus of my role. Congratulations to all on 
their elected positions including all new members and those re-elected to the Board of Education, Board of Assessment 
Appeals, Board of Selectmen, Constables, and Library Board! Welcome Jim Trowbridge to the Board of Selectmen! Thanks to 
the Republican Town committee for all your hard work and dedication. I am honored to have earned your trust and your vote. 
 
Transfer Station – Thank you for recycling. If you are not sure what can be recycled go to williwaste.com click Recycling, 
scroll down to the question; Can I recycle it?  After you type in an item the instructions are provided. We have a list available 
on our website as well. Stickers are to be affixed to windshield’s lower left-hand corner. Limit: 2 cubic yards per week –  
roughly one level pickup load. We will be enforcing residents to comply with rules concerning the Transfer Station. Please  
secure rubbish pails as you travel to Transfer Station. 
 
Police Services – During the month of November, Troop D responded to 44 calls. These calls of service included:  
Accidents: 8, Criminal Invest: 0, Burglaries: 0, Larcenies: 0, DUI’S: 0, Traffic Citations: 8, Written Warning: 4, and  
Non-Reportable Matters: 36. A reminder from our Troop D liaison, please continue to encourage people to report criminal  
activity or suspicious incidents to Troop D @ 860 779-4900, or in an emergency, call 911 - Connecticut State Police. 

                                                                                                                Respectfully yours, Jacqueline Dubois, First Selectman 

http://www.eastford.org/eastford
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 From the Principal by Carole McCombe 
The Eastford Elementary students and Auction Committee would 
like to thank everyone who supported the Annual Goods and Ser-
vices Auction on November 23. The generosity of the community 
is greatly appreciated! The money raised through the event allows 
all eighth grade students the opportunity to travel to Washington, 
D.C.  This year’s auction marked the eighteenth year that this 
community has shown continued support for this valuable educa-
tional experience for our eighth grade students. 
    On November 21, 2019, students in grades 1-4 treated us to a 
Thanksgiving holiday performance.  They performed Songs for 
Thanksgiving under the direction of music teacher Mr. Joseph 
Tomanelli.  Students in grades 5-8 will perform a mini musical, 
The Grumps of Ring a Ding Town, on Thursday December 19. 
Performances will be at 2:15 for the whole school and at 6pm for 
families.  The community is welcome to join us! 
    Our eighth grade students, under the supervision of the eighth 
grade class advisor, Melissa Lessard, organized a food drive the 
week of November 18 with tremendous success. All classes in the 
school participated in collecting and donating needed food and 
toiletry items.  This time of year allows us an opportunity to show 
students how important and rewarding it is to help those in need. 
Eastford is a community that supports each other during challeng-
ing times. Students showed their sense of pride as they helped 
deliver the food to the Town Food Pantry. 
    Eastford Elementary School extends warm wishes to all fami-
lies for a happy holiday season with family and friends.  There 
will be no school for students from December 23 through January 
1.  School will resume for students on January 2, 2020. 
**************************************************** 
Eastford School Readiness Program 
 by Maribeth Stearns, Liaison 
The Eastford School Readiness Program has had a busy fall sea-
son with a visit from the Fire Department, vision screening by the 
Lions’ Club, participating in the Book Fair and continuing their 
monthly walks to the public library. Our classroom is full and the 
students have settled in to the routines and requirements of their 
days. They have been learning about autumn and how the envi-
ronment changes with the weather, making scarecrows in the sen-
sory table and reading about the colors and weather of this time of 
year. This year Preschool held their conferences in November to 
coordinate with the reporting requirements of the State School 
Readiness System. In the Preschool Program’s goals, staff is us-
ing a program called Zoophonics and Get Set for School to help 
children with literacy skills before going to kindergarten.  
    In mid-January, Eastford’s parents will be offered at new pro-
gram called Raising Highly Capable Kids. This is a 13-week pro-
gram that is based on the Search Institute’s 40 Developmental 
Assets. This program has been developed after years of research 
looking at the building blocks every child needs to grow and ma-
ture. More information is available at the school. 
    Eastford’s School Readiness Council meets on the first Tues-
day of each month at 5:30 in the school.  If you would like to at-
tend, please join us. If you are thinking about becoming a mem-
ber, please contact our Principal, Carole McCombe 
(cmcombe@eastfordct.org) or the Liaison, Maribeth Stearns 
(mstearns@eastfordct.org).   

News and Notes from the Superintendent’s Office  
By Donna P. Leake, PhD 
 
In this season of expressing thanks, I would like to extend a special 
thank you to the teachers of Eastford Elementary School who spend 
countless hours planning and implementing quality learning experienc-
es for our students. In addition to planning classroom experiences, our 
teachers enhance the learning of their students by researching and 
planning learning experiences that incorporate resources outside of the 
classroom. In October, I had the amazing opportunity to spend an over-
night with our seventh-grade students and the seventh-grade students 
from Union at Mystic Seaport. A special thank you to teachers Candice 
Mead and Steven Guilbault for their willingness to sleep overnight on 
the Conrad, making this adventure possible. Students Kaitlyn Becker, 
Alyssa Gilbert and Alexis Laskoski made a short presentation about 
this trip at the November BOE meeting.  
 
November BOE meeting: 
-Mr. Harten presented an academic update of Woodstock Academy 
students over the years, highlighting Eastford students.  This report is 
posted under the BOE section of the Eastford Elementary School Web-
site  
-The BOE took the following actions: To authorize the proposed trans-
fers in the FY 2020 budget: $35,763 from 100.2700.3.519.00.5 
(Transportation, SE) to 100.1200.3.561.00.5 (Tuition, SE, Public) 
 
Steam to Hot Water Project Update: 
At its meeting on October 28, the Building Committee voted to recom-
mend to the BOS the approval of the engineering design proposal pre-
sented by the firm, CMTA. At its November 6 meeting, the BOS ac-
cepted the Committee’s recommendation. The next meeting of the 
Building Committee is scheduled for December 10 at 7pm. 
 
Budget 2020-2021: 
Preparing the 2020-2021 Board of Education budget is underway. In-
put from school staff, families, and community members is critical to 
the development of an informed budget. The teachers and administra-
tors are in the process of critically reviewing the resources that will be 
needed to continue to provide a quality program of instruction to our 
students. The BOE is inviting all Eastford citizens to a special meeting 
on December 12 at 6:30 to provide insightful input to the budget devel-
opment process. 
 
Accessibility and community outreach: 
In November, I initiated a monthly Superintendents’ Problem Solvers 
program in grades K-3 designed to engage parents and guardians as 
partners in problem-solving experiences with their children. This is 
part of a continuing effort to foster meaningful engagement among 
schools, family, community members, organizations, and local busi-
nesses. In addition to developing a deeper sense of community, these 
partnerships result in the sharing and maximizing of ideas, skills, and 
resources that positively impact students’ academic, social and emo-
tional outcomes. There are many opportunities for local organizations 
and businesses to support student learning and develop stronger com-
munity connections among students, families, and community mem-
bers. If you are a community member, community organization or lo-
cal business interested in becoming involved in a school-community-
business partnership, please contact me: dleake@eastfordct.org. Also, 
as always, please do not hesitate to contact me to share concerns, ask 
questions, or share ideas. 
******************************************************* 

Editor’s Note: Easy way to donate to your favorite charity: 
Use AmazonSmile instead of Amazon.com 
Same prices but a small percentage of the cost goes to the charity of 
your choice, find it on long list that includes eastern CT organizations. 
So far, Amazon has donated more than $144 million to charities  
chosen by shoppers who use AmazonSmile. Sign up and shop at: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ 

mailto:cmcombe@eastfordct.org
mailto:mstearns@eastfordct.org
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 EES Teacher Report by Stephanie Murana 
Happy Holidays Eastford! I wanted to take this opportunity to 
introduce myself! My name is Stephanie Murana and I am the 
new School Counselor at Eastford Elementary. Prior to coming to 
Eastford, I worked for five years as a School Counselor at Wind-
ham Middle School. In my free time I like to cook, spend time 
with my family and friends, play with my two dogs, Rio & Janei-
ro, and watch the Patriots play.  
    So, what exactly does a School Counselor do? School Counse-
lors work to help students feel safe, happy and comfortable, while 
succeeding socially, emotionally and academically. By meeting 
individually or in a group, I help students address concerns, plan 
for the future, and do their very best in school. I am 100% com-
mitted to the success of each Eastford Elementary School student.  
    So far this school year, I have been in and out of classrooms 
building relationships with staff and students. All middle school 
students have created an academic and a behavioral goal, based 
on their progress report, that they would like to work on for the 
first trimester. They will be revisited after report cards come out 
later this month.  
    Last month, Eastford Elementary celebrated World Kindness 
Day which takes place annually on November 13th. Each student, 
Pre-K through Grade 8, created a paper quilt square that focused 
on kindness. Once all quilt squares were received, they were all 
taped together to form a kindness quilt! The quilt is hanging out-
side of the Grade 3 classroom to serve as a daily reminder of the 
importance of being kind to one another. 
    Grade 8 parents- high school application deadlines are quickly 
approaching! If your child is interested in any of the area high 
schools, please have them see me so we can make sure they have 
everything they need to facilitate that transition! Also, if your 
child is interested in spending a day shadowing at one of these 
schools, please let me know and I can help you to set one up!  
    Please feel free to contact me at smurana@eastfordct.org 
should you have any questions/concerns and follow my coverage 
of all things counseling on Instagram at @EES_SchoolCounselor 
**************************************************** 
Eastford Recreation Commission Report 
The Eastford Recreation Commission would like to thank all 
those who either attended and/or volunteered for our recent Trunk 
or Treat on October 31st. We had 25 different tables that were all 
fabulously decorated! It appears the rainy weather worked in our 
favor, and now that people know what to expect, this could be a 
new town tradition carried on for many years.  
Currently, the committee is diligently planning our annual Cook-
ies and Cocoa event which will be held this year on December 7, 
from 1 to 3pm at the Congregational Church of Eastford. All 
Eastford residents are invited to come enjoy some winter crafts 
and treats. Santa will also be available for pictures. In the event 
of snow, Cookies and Cocoa will be held at the same time on 
December 14. 
    The Recreation Commission also hosts Adult Pick-up Basket-
ball on select Wednesday nights at 6:30pm in the Eastford Ele-
mentary School gym from now until April. The December dates 
are below and the rest of the schedule can be found on the town’s 
website under the Rec. Commission’s page. 
    Our next meeting will be held on December 8 at 3 pm in the 
Eastford Town Hall building’s lower level. We invite all resi-
dents, who are interested in planning future events, to come and 
share their ideas and thoughts. If you have questions please email 
the commission at recofeastfordct@gmail.com. 
Mark your calendars! 
Adult Pick-up Basketball, December 4,11, 18 at 6:30pm (EES 
gym) 
Cookies and Cocoa, December 7, (snow date of 12/14/19), 1-
3pm (Congregational Church of Eastford) 
Eastford Recreation Commission meeting, December 8, 3pm 
(lower level of Town Office Building) 
Paige Burgess, Chair 
Jennifer Barlow, Secretary, reporting 

LIBRARY NEWS by Susan Shead 
Happy Holidays from the Library Board and staff of the 
Eastford Public Library.  The Library Board welcomes newly 
elected Library Board member Julia Torcellini and returning 
elected members Kathy Healey Jim Trowbridge and Seth 
Budd.  We wish to thank outgoing member Claire Williams for 
her twenty years of service on the Library Board. Thank you 
Claire! (Photo below). 
    Story time for preschoolers (age 3+) is on the first Tuesday 
of the month (weather permitting) at 9:30am. Please join us! 
Looking for a good gift idea for the holidays?  Why not adopt a 
book from the library and recognize someone special in your 
life? The library has many DVD’s and CD’s for you to enjoy 
this holiday season including The Polar Express, Elf, White 
Christmas, two versions of A Christmas Carol, Christmas in 
Connecticut  and It’s a Wonderful Life . The CD’s include 
many holiday artists including Frank Sinatra, Bette Midler,  
Tony Bennett, Josh Groban, The Three Tenors and the 
Trans-Siberian Orchestra. Maybe you are looking for a holiday 
book? There are many at the library including The Candy Cane 
Murder by Fluke, The Christmas Town by Van Liere, Mr. 
Dickens and his Carol by Silva, Christmas in Harmony by  
Gulley, Silent Night by Clark, Finding Noel by Evans and The 
Gift by Ahern. Come on down to the library and check them 
out! There are discount passes available for Mystic Aquarium, 
Roger Williams Park Zoo, The New England Air Museum, and 
free admission passes to the New Britain Museum of American 
Art, Wadsworth Atheneum and Connecticut’s Old State House. 
We also have 20%   off general admission coupons to The 
Connecticut Science Center. Please note: The library hours 
are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am to 8pm, Thursday 3-
8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm. The library schedule for  
Christmas and New Year’s will be posted on the library 
door. Be sure to check and see when we are open during the 
holidays before you come down.  
Photo: Thank you, Claire Williams, for 20 years of library 
service. Shown here in the Readers Garden which Claire 
and others created for folks to enjoy (east of the library). 
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Union Society Building Committee Report by Carol Davidge,Chair 
The photo above was taken n 1922, showing the children who attended 
the Union Society programs, and their teachers. Source: L. Vaida. 
 
A brief history of the 1806 Union Society Building. 

 
The 1806 Union Society Building, located at Routes 198 / 44, is owned by the 
Town of Eastford. It is on the National Register of Historic Places due to  
significant community activities that happened here. In the early 1800s in 
Connecticut, union societies formed as tax protestors by Baptists, Methodists, 
Catholics, Quakers and others because the only people who could vote were 
men who were members of the Congregational Church, which was the town 
government. The U.S. Constitution does not include the phrase “separation of 
church and state,” but in a speech to Danbury, CT Baptists in 1790, Thomas 
Jefferson used the phrase and it became a widespread rallying cry against 
church control of government.  “Disestablishment” was passed in 1818,  
guaranteeing  that Connecticut men of other faiths could vote; it separated 
church from government. (Note: at that time only men could vote). The  
Union Society of Eastford also taught children to read. Many children worked 
long days and long weeks, sometimes 6 and 7 days a week, for more than 12 
hours a day, in factories or on farms. Child labor was common into the 20th 
century.                                                                                (continued, page 7)  
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MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT 

We Specialize In 
American & Italian Dishes 

Pizza, Fresh Seafood 
And More! 

Route 44 
Ashford, CT 06278 

Peter & George Lytras       (860)429-1932 

 

 

EASTFORD INDEPENDENT FIRE COMPANY #1, INC.  
 
Thank you to those who supported us at our Steak Supper on October 19th.  Although it is hard work to produce a quali-
ty event like this, your positive comments and attendance by our regular attendees is appreciated and well worth the 
work.   The next supper is scheduled for Saturday, April 18, 2020.  Your help is needed.  If you can help and give us some 
time throughout the day, talk to any member. 
 
    October has been a very busy month for the EIFC. Members responded to 18 calls for service. 
 
    Congratulations to Tim Poirier, Steve Kitson and Dave Jakubowski on passing their “Q” endorsement class enabling 
them to drive all our fire apparatus.  The “Q” began on September 15th, and weekly until recent completion.  The class 
required members to drive the apparatus, back up, turn around, parallel park, in addition to classroom hours covering 
road operations.  The final clearance will be done on all apparatus with our internal driver trainer. 
 
    Our social commitments included the Open House sponsored by the Recruitment Committee, the Steak Supper, Fire 
Prevention and formal drill at the Eastford School,  Pre-K and Kindergarten class visit to the firehouse, in addition to 
weekly Wednesday night drills and monthly business and officer meeting. 
 
    Eastford recently experienced a weather event that initiated power outages and closed roads.  A word of advice - when 
you see a power line down, DO NOT go near it, assume it is live and call 911!!!!   When you see EIFC orange cones or 
state / town barricades that close the road, there is major issue on the road creating a safety hazard and it is not passable.  
 
    To assure quick and prompt response to your residence, it is time to clear around, replace or get green, reflective house 
number signs that can be easily seen from the road.  It is especially important if your residence has multi-drive entry.  
You need two sets of numbers, one to be seen from the road and another where your driveway separates from the others.  
They are FREE and can be obtained any Wednesday night at the firehouse from 6:30pm to 7pm. 
 
    Final reminders – Have you checked your smoke detectors and replaced the batteries?  Have you reviewed your escape 
plan with your family?  Do you have an emergency kit in your vehicles?  These are simple remedies to help keep you safe.  
 
******************************************************************************************************* 
Union Society Building Committee Report (continued from page 6) 
 
Villagers of all ages worked long hours every day. But attending church on Sunday was a spiritual and social activity of great 
importance, especially in rural areas. The Union Society was a non-denominational group that included people of many faiths and served the 
Photnixville villagers as a chapel for Sunday events and a gathering place year-round. The Union Society adults used Sunday School time to 
teach children to read . If a child had memorized the Ten Commandments at age 12, they were presented with a Bible. On display in the lower 
level of Town Hall is the Bible given to Mary Jezierski, who with husband Ed, were officers during their lifetimes. The building was a place 
where families could share holiday parties, pot luck suppers, oyster supper fundraisers for the Eastford Independent Fire Co. No. 1 (today’s 
volunteer fire company), croquette and other games. Most of the residents of Phoenixville at that time were immigrants  The Christmas 
 holiday was a very special time for children, with appearances by Ed Trepel and John Smith in Santa suits handing out oranges and boxes of 
cookies or hard candy. In addition, the Union Society quietly provided gifts to those children whose families would otherwise not have been 
able to have presents. In 1918, 87 children received gifts for Christmas from the Union Society.  
    At the Union Society, all were welcome, regardless of race, gender, age or spiritual belief. Activities such as 4-H and Boy Scouts continued 
through the mid-20th century, with picnics, family fun, flea markets on the property until 2000. The building was sold to the Town of 
Eastford in 2002 after the organization dwindled to a handful of members and the building fell into disrepair.  
At present, repairs are underway, and donations are needed to turn this town-owned building into a much needed meeting place for 
local organizations. Donations and Legacy Memorials are needed to move the project forward. For donations of $100 or more, a plaque 
acknowledges the donor and individuals being honored. All proceeds from fundraisers go to the Town of Eastford for rehabilitation of the 
building. To make a donation in any amount, please make checks payable to: Town of Eastford (write Union Society in the memo line), and 
mail to Union Society Fund, Town of Eastford, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. For information, please e-mail: carol.davidge@snet.net, 
and put Union Society in the subject line. Thank you. 
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Merlo’s Home Improvement 
         >Custom Kitchens  >Bathroom Vanities 
         >Entertainment Centers           >Hutches 
         >Interior Finish Work                >Exterior Finish Work 
         >Additions                                   >Remodeling 
         >Garages                                 >Roofing 

 Lauren Merlo 
Eastford, CT 

The EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY, located on route 198, is a special place. 
The grounds are beautifully groomed and peaceful --  a perfect resting place for our late loved ones.  

If you are an Eastford resident, you may purchase a cemetery plot at Grove.  We have 
redesigned the cemetery to provide more single and double plots, as well as a cremation section. 

Please contact Lauren Anderson at 860-974-1349 for a confidential conversation about ownership. 

DID YOU KNOW? Eastford Historical Society 
 
Did you know that when Captain Lorenzo Latham was sailing 
to ports around the world, his wife Mary Anne, at home in 
Phoenixville, was keeping a daily Expense Book?  
    She recorded everything she purchased, such as: a mop 
($.38), 2 dozen clothespins ($.08), 1 coffee pot ($1), 39 lbs. of 
dried beef ($6.99), railroad fares ($11.30), and 26.5 lbs. of 
butter ($12.72). The Expense Book is owned by the Mystic 
Seaport Museum and may be viewed in the Museum archives. 
    The Eastford Historical Society wishes you all a happy and 
healthy Holiday Season!  
    Kindly consider joining our organization, renewing your 
membership, or honoring us with a donation during this 
season of giving. Your support would be greatly appreciated.  
Our mailing address is: P.O. Box 350, Eastford, CT 06242.  

September, 2019 Calendar 
2     Board of Selectmen, TOB, 7pm 
3     Pre-school Story Time, Library, 9:30am 
       Conservation Comm, TOB, 7pm 
       Democratic Town Cmte, Library, 7:30pm 
4     Crystal Pond Park Com, Woodstock T.H., 6pm 
       Adult Pickup Bball, EES, 6:30pm 
5     Library Board, Library, 7pm 
7     Cookies & Cocoa w Santa, Cong Ch, 1-3pm 
       AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
8     Rec/Experience Eastford Comm, TOB, 3pm 
       Tree of Life Lighting, Cong Ch, 5:15pm 
10   Planning Commission, TOB, 7pm 
11   Communicator Deadline 
       Registrar of Voters, TOB, 5-7pm 
       Adult Pickup Bball, EES, 6:30pm 
       Clean Energy Committee, TOB, 7pm 
12   BOE, EES, 7pm 
14   Live Nativity, EES pkg lot, 6pm 
       AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
16   Community Dinner (res), Cong Ch, 11:30am-1:30pm 
17   Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm 
18   Adult Pickup Bball, EES, 6:30pm 
19   EES Mini-Musical, EES, 6pm 
       Winter Concert, Woodstock Academy, 6:30pm 
       IInland Wetlands Comm, TOB, 7pm 
21   AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 
24   Christmas Eve Candlelight Svc, Baptist Ch, 4pm 
       Christmas Eve Candlelight Svc, Cong Ch, 7pm 
28   AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm  
*********************************************** 
Wanted: Your outdoor activity needs-Survey deadline: Jan 1  
www.surveymonkey.com/r/LRTP_NECCOG 
The Northeastern CT Council of Governments seeks your input on outdoor 
recreation as part of NECT's Long Range Transportation Plan to plan 
trails, roads,  waterbodies and other places, whether for recreation or alter-
native transportation, and individual and group use of all forms of non-
motorized activities, including walking, running, bicycling, mountain bik-
ing, canoeing and kayaking, in-line skating, cross-country skiing and 
equestrian activities. Related activities such as wildlife and bird watching 

and photography will also be included. 
Birders? Help the CT Bird Atlas by watching local birds, one hour at a 
time: 
http://ctbirdatlas.org/Surveys_winter_timed.htm 
CT History Award Nominations due Jan 1: 
https://clho.org/awards/  
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News You Can Use—Cybersecurity 
Ways to protect yourself online 
by Deb Richards, Emergency Management Director 
 

Update all software every Tuesday night — this includes apps. 
 
Use security software on all devices  
 
Use Firefox for your browser. 

Change your home router's password. 
 
Turn on firewall and use encryption. 
 
Use sentences rather than passwords. 
 
Never use public Wi-Fi or Bluetooth unless you use a VPN. 
 
Never use your debit card online. 
 

Beware of fake email scams   Shopping online typically involves 
email confirmations related to any purchases you make, and 
scammers use several different email scams to trick consumers 
into handing over their personal information.  Record online 
shopping means a lot of packages are being shipped, and fake 
package tracking emails are a very easy way for scammers to steal 
consumers’ information.  
    If you receive an email you weren’t expecting — or even a 
“confirmation” email you were expecting — do not click on any 
of the links provided in the email. The safest way to find out if 
the information is legitimate is to open a separate browser, 
and sign in to the company’s official website directly. You can 
also call the company directly to confirm any information that 
was sent to you via email. 
    After you make a purchase online and get a tracking number 
for the shipment, you should only track your package by  
signing into the company’s website directly and entering the 
tracking number there. Never click on any links sent via email. 
Never shop online using public Wi-Fi. Scammers can easily steal 
your information when you’re using an unsecured network. If you 
use a public computer, make sure to always completely log out of 
every website and the computer itself. When it comes to using 
free Wi-Fi networks, never sign in to any of your accounts that 
contain sensitive personal information, such as your bank account 
or any account that contains your bank, debit or credit card infor-
mation. Beware of fake charities. Scammers are preying on con-
sumers who are looking for, or willing to take part in, charitable 
giving opportunities. Before donating to any charity you aren’t 
already familiar with, check to make sure it’s legitimate using 
Give.org or charitynavigator.org. 

Missing in Eastford, light tan female cat, dark 

face & tail, double white front paws. 17 mos 

old, about 10 lbs. If you have seen her or know 

where she might be, Please, Please, Call  

860-974-2795. We miss her terribly and so 

does her twin brother. Thank you!  

Carol Molnar 

Looking to Save $$ on Energy Costs? 

Some useful information from the Eastford  

Clean Energy Task Force 

By Tom Hughes 

 

Electric Cars – From now through January 2, 2020, as a 

result of various incentives a new all-electric Nissan Leaf 

can purchased with a total discount ranging from $12,000 to 

$14,000.  The MSRP for the least expensive trim level is as 

low as $15,990!  Check the CT GREEN BANK website or 

contact a Nissan dealer for greater details.  The operating 

costs of electric cars are much less than gasoline-powered 

cars. 

Home Energy Audit – Eversource is offering a home  

energy audit, and some basic energy upgrades, for a  

discounted price of $75, while funds last.  This price has 

been reduced from $149-$174.  Check the EVERSOURCE 

website for details.  An energy audit can find ways to save 

electric and heating costs. 

http://www.clark.com/fake-package-tracking-notification-could-be-malwar
http://www.clark.com/fake-package-tracking-notification-could-be-malwar
http://www.give.org/
http://www.charitynavigator.org/
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ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS 
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning, Per-

sonal Injury, Probate, Elder  
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning  

(& more!) 
www.attorneypalulis.com 

michele@attorneypalulis.com 
158 Main St.., Suite #2 

Putnam, CT 06260 
(860) 928-9928 

860-315-9656 

Eastford 2019 Municipal Election Results 
Report from Town Clerk Melissa Vincent 
1,218 Registered Voters 
574 Voters 
47% Voter Turnout - OUTSTANDING! 
 
The Board of Selectmen will be: 
First Selectman Jacqueline S. Dubois (R) 
James P.Trowbridge (R), Terry L. Cote (D) 
 
Election Results: 
First Selectman: 
Jacqueline S. Dubois (R)-263 
Denis A. Day (D)-187 
Michael D. Schultz (Petitioning Candidate)-115 
Selectman: 
James P. Trowbridge (R)-313 
Terry I. Cote (D)-247 
Treasurer: 
Martha I. Burgess (R)-460 (unopposed) 
Tax Collector: 
Christine E. Hustus (R)-468 (unopposed) 
Board of Education: 
Full Term (3 highest votes): 
Adam W. Minor (R)-399 
Robert H. Ellsworth (R)-399 
Jessica A. Perry (D)-209 
Gerald J. Marmat (D)-202 
To fill 2-year vacancy (1): 
Lauren E. Skiff (R)-328 
Arthur W. Brodeur (D)-221 
Board of Assessment Appeals: 
Guy H. Grube (R)-464 
Bette L. Danielson (R)-443 
Constables: 
Kevin J. Shead (R)-381 
Charles S. Bowen (R)-352 
Arvind Shaw (D)-208 
Randal Chinnock (D)-104 
Library Trustees: 
James P. Trowbridge (R)-428 
Seth H. Budd (R)-415 
Kathleen M. Healey (D)-308 
Library Trustee-2 year Vacancy: 
Julia A. Torcellini (R)-475  

Scout Troop 92 Newsletter Scout meetings are most Thursday evenings 7:00 PM at 
Knowlton Memorial Hall, next to Cumberland Farms store in Ashford. New members and 
visitors are welcome. During October and November,  Scouts and leaders enjoyed the Fall 
Foliage bicycle ride on the Hop River Rail Trail.  They rode from Columbia to Andover in 
nice weather. Troop 92’s Harry Potter scarecrow WON the Ashford library’s scarecrow 
contest, and was awarded a Blue Ribbon for First place. Scouts and Cubs put Harry togeth-
er in front of the library. Cub Scouts and Scouts held a joint camp out at the Wolf Den in 
Mashmoquet State Forest. They had a hike and fun campfire.Scouts and leaders cut, split 
and stacked wood to help St Philip’s church save heating costs.Scouting for Food drive 
started to help stock the local food bank. This is done by both Cubs and Scouts. Recharter: 
renew association with National Scouting.  
Upcoming activities: Dec 2, 7 PM. PLC Leaders meeting at St Philip’s Rec Hall 
Dec 6, 7pm- Rain Gutter Regatta competition Cub Scouts.  
Jan: Klondike Derby winter camping.Scout meetings are most Thursday evenings 7:00 PM 
at Knowlton Memorial Hall, next to Cumberland Farms store in Ashford. New members 
and visitors are welcome. Nord Yakovleff Ast Sct Mstr &Cory Blanchette Scout Master  
Photo: Weblos and Scouts at the joint campout at Wolf Den  
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DLM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

    
   Int/Ext. Trim    Window Replacement 
   Custom Built-Ins   Computer Stations 
   Kitchen Remodeling    Painting Int/Ext 
   Ceramic Tile     Power Washing 

Dan Merlo 
974-1824 

BUY ONE GET ONE -  one lesson - GRATIS  

Recreation Commission  Experience Eastford / Heritage 

Day Group has met several times and will meet again on  

Sunday, Dec. 8 at 3pm in the Town Office Building, lower 

level. ALL ARE INVITED to come and work toward holding 

events in 2020. Eastford is your town—join in to celebrate its 

beauties and joys. 

THE WOODSTOCK ACADEMY 
HONOR ROLL – Quarter 1, 2019-2020 
 
HIGH HONORS:  
Izetta Asikainen, Kenneth Botting, Henry Driscoll,  
Paula Hernandez, Anna Kellermann,  
Zoe Marshall, Lily Patenaude, and Clayton Singleton 
 
HONORS:  
Cedric Bilica, Gavin Driscoll, Riley Driscoll, Kayla 
Gaudreau, Aubrey Rumrill, Aiyana Sarabia,  
Jakub Sarzynski, Judy Thavone, and Kamilla Wysocki 
 
RECOGNITION:  
Madison Bates, Isaac Budd, Jordan Chiles,  
Oliver Driscoll, Amanda Hair, Nathaniel Johnson, and 
Emme Miglietta 
 
CONGRATULATIONS! 
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 Dear Readers: 
We hope you contribute to The Eastford Communicator. Ads do 
not cover printing & postage costs. The Communicator is Eastford’s 
main source of news about events, town government,  and local  
organizations. We need donors to support this effort if we are to 
continue. If you can, please send a donation. Thank you! 
 
Your Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Mailing address_______________________________________ 

 
City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________   
 
Please make checks payable to:  
Eastford Communicator 
PO Box 253, Eastford, Ct 06242 
THANK YOU!    
The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 
ATTENTION: All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to 
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com 
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s name, 
address & telephone, for verification. All items submitted are subject to 
editing.  Articles are those of the submitters and not necessarily those of 
The Communicator. The Communicator does not print letters to editor  or 
items it regards as offensive or slanderous. Advertisements are paid by the  
advertiser, who is responsible for the advertisement’s content.  The  
Communicator reserves the right to reject any submissions. 
Thank you for your support. 
Carol Davidge, Editor 

EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Notice 

Board of Trustees 
Flags:  American flags and fire department flags will be re-

moved after Veterans Day, Monday, November 11th. 

The fire department flag holders will also be removed for 

the winter.  Plot owners who have military markers are 

encouraged to remove the markers for the winter and 

reset them the week prior to Memorial Day. 

Seasonal Decorations:  Artificial flowers will be allowed 

from Thanksgiving, November 28, 2019 to March 15, 

2020.  After March 15th, the seasonal decorations will be 

removed and only live plants will be permitted. 

Plot/Space Purchase: Appointments can be made to view the 
cemetery grounds and to select a plot for purchase. To 
make an appointment, call 860-974-1349. 

Board of Trustees: Alex Kowalchuk, Carolyn Hazard, David 
Barlow, Herman Barlow, Lauren Anderson, Linda Torge-
son, Rick Torgeson, Scott Huri 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
SUPPORT PERPETUAL CARE OF  
THE EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY 
 
Enclosed is my gift of $        

Gift in memory of       

Name                                              

Address        

City      State    Zip    

Send to:  Eastford Grove Cemetery Assoc., Inc.   
P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT  06242 : You can visit online at 

https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/.  
 

******************************************************* 
 

IN APPRECIATION 
The Eastford Grove Cemetery Association 

thanks the following donors for supporting perpetual care: 
Walter & Janice Bradway 

In memory of Charlie & Grayce Sanga  
Lauren Anderson 
Carolyn Hazard 

In memory of Mary Jezierski 
Gagnon Sign 

For donating signage for use at funerals 
Donations are tax-deductible and can be mailed to: 

EGCA, Inc.  P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT  06242 

Eastford-It’s Connecticut’s Best Small Town.  
Connecticut Magazine’s cover story in March 1993 showed 
Eastford with Bowens Garage, Coriander, the Ivy Glenn, cows, 
trees and people walking around the village. Rankings were 
based on quality of life, affordability, good schools, low crime 
rate, leisure and other measures. Those qualities remain today. 
Information: www.eastfordct.org/townofeastford and 
Facebook: Eastford CT06242 

https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/
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                                                LOCAL NATURE WONDERS—FREE 

CRYSTAL POND PARK IS YOUR PARK. Website: http://www.crystalpondpark.com/ 
Owned by the Towns of Eastford and Woodstock, Crystal Pond Park on Weeks Road offers free year-round beach,  
picnic tables, swimming, fishing, hiking trails, disc golf (donation), a dining hall that can be reserved (fee) & park can 

be rented for occasions (fee). News in Putnam Town Crier:  October 3, 2019: "Park Takes Another Step Up" 
Link: https://www.putnamtowncrier.com/index.php/past-issues-new/18611-3-october-2019-issue 
Nov. 7, 2019: "Crystal's Day Camp On Hold": 
Link: https://www.putnamtowncrier.com/index.php/past-issues-new/18757-7-november-2019-issue 
 
The Last Green Valley (TLGV) in Eastern Connecticut is a National Heritage Corridor. Brocures are available at town 
halls, libraries, or information kiosks. To receive your own brochure, email: mail@tlgv.org; or call  860-774-3300. The 
Last Green Valley has information plus a monthly calendar of numerous events of all kinds at: 
www.thelastgreenvalley.org 
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  HAPPENINGS ... 

 
 

COMMUNITY HOLIDAY DINNER 
Monday, December 16 (midday) 

Congregational Church of Eastford 
ALL WELCOME 

 
LIVE NATIVITY 

Date/Time/Location TBD 

by Eastford Baptist Church  &  
Congregational Church of Eastford 

Dec. 3, 9:30am—Library 
Pre-schooler Story Time 
 
Dec. 8, 5pm  
Hospice Tree Lighting 
               & 
Dec. 16, 11:30am 
Community Dinner 
All invited (reservations) 
Congregational Church 
 
Dec. 19, 6pm 
Eastford Elementary 
Mini-Musical 
The Grumps of Ring a Ding 

Town by Grades 5-8 
All invited 
 
Dec. 19, 6:30pm 
Woodstock Academy 
Winter Concert 
 
Dec. 24, Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Ceremonies 
4pm-Baptist Church 
7pm-Congregational Church 
 
Library has free/discount 
admissions to destinations.  
 

In this time of sharing, 
please help locally: 
Town of Eastford: Food 
Pantry (POB 98)(p1) 
Eastford Independent 
Fire Co. (POB 333)(p5) 
Eastford Historical  
Society (POB 350)(p6) 
Town of Eastford:  
1806 Union Society Bldg. 
(POB 98)(pp 4-5) 
Grove Cemetery Assn. 
(POB 284)(p10) 
Crystal Pond Park  (p.11) 
 
EHS QUARTERLY (center) 
 
CONGRATULATIONS: 
WA HONORS (p9) 


